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The Commands of Our Lord

“Make Disciples”
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.

Matt 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

Matt 28:20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. “
These verses are often called the “Great Commission” and extremely misquoted by many teachers/preachers.  Note that it does not tell us to evangelize as I have heard many pastors say from the pulpit.  Jesus tells us to go, make disciples, baptize, and teach the commands of Jesus.  I have heard many gasps from pupils over the years when I read these verses to them and tell them to read it and tell me where it says evangelize.  I am not saying that we should not evangelize but the “great commission” only tells us to disciple, baptize, and teach and that is what I try to do.  God causes people to be born again and we are then commanded to help nurture them in the family of God.  
Jesus did tell the remaining eleven apostles to preach the gospel to all creation just before He went to heaven:

Mark 16:14 “And afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining at the table; and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.

Mark 16:15 And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation.

Mark 16:16 "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.

Mark 16:17 "And these signs will accompany those who have believed: in My name they will cast out demons, they will speak with new tongues;

Mark 16:18 they will pick up serpents, and if they drink any deadly poison, it shall not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover.”
We then have the command to the apostles as they went into the world with other missionaries to preach the gospel message and thus begin the new church era.  The resulting churches throughout the world that originated in the work of these apostles are amazing miracles.  These verses cannot be taken as directly applying to us today and for sure please do not tempt God by picking up a serpent or by drinking some deadly poison!  Of course Christians are called to preach the gospel if that is their gift.  There is only one mention of a spiritual gift involving evangelism and if God has given you that gift you certainly have to use it in His kingdom.
Eph 4:11 “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,”
You may go to my paper on the gifts of the Holy Spirit for more information on the gifts, http://livingtheology.com/HolySpiritII.htm.  There is the gift of apostleship but the reformed theology position is that this gift ceased with the death of the last apostle in New Testament times.  Certainly there are no Bible-defined apostles after the death of the New Testament apostles.  Unless one has the gift of evangelism we are commanded by our Lord to “only” disciple, baptize, and teach members of the family of God.  

What then is our responsibility to the lost people in the world?  Here is a partial answer:
1Peter 3:14 “But even if you should suffer for the sake of righteousness, you are blessed. And do not fear their intimidation, and do not be troubled,

1Peter 3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
1Peter 3:16 “and keep a good conscience so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.”

Our suffering for Christ will certainly be noticed by our neighbors and when they ask for a defense for that hope in us which allows us to even suffer for Him we must be ready to give that defense in a gentle, respectful manner.  Such a defense of the Gospel (called apologetics) when we are suffering because of it will be a huge witness to our neighbors.  Our reaction to that suffering may then be used by God in the regeneration of those people.  What a wonderful blessing it is to be involved in God’s work in the life of unregenerate people!

